            Jump to appended: Weekly Devotional #11         *PRAYER REQUESTS*    *(indicates new) 
Please remember all people on our Prayer List with prayers, thoughts, cards: 

MEMBERS & FRIENDS OF THE VALLEYS:  

Donna Motter, (Recovering from Surgery); Arletta Thomas,  (Home); Hannah Gonder, (Leon/Diane Shaffer’s granddaughter); Kayla Gonder; Lori Graeff; Dennis Croutharmel; Gary Fetterhoff; Marissa Faust; Aaron Herb; Gail Shertzer; Mary Cooke; Gary Miller; Barbara Lauver; Sandy Zimmerman; Carol Cooper; Hope Byerly; Jane Baker; Dean Etzweiler; Esther Masser; Sophia, Ben & Sarah Heinbaugh; Carole Fetterhoff, Sue Maichle; Kelly Richter; Deanna McNair; Glen Hale; Kelly Shutt; Deb Castellani; Judy Miller; Dorothy Rand; Ben Baker; Inez Boyer; Liam Neiswender; Terry Etzweiler; Carl Baker; Neva Smith; Rick Welker; Rob; Naomi Patrick; Alan Bostdorf; Nancy/Tim Wilbert; Seth D; Jacob Castellani; Stan/Loretta Brown; Cammie/Raymond Enders; Jennifer Herb; Karen Kahler; Jean Enders; Hilda Baker; Karen Saul; Destiny Snyder; Glenda Lissner; Guy Kerstetter; Katy Campbell; Larry Snyder; Carolyn Rickmer; Joslyn Thomas; Kevin; Jim Zeigler; Janelle Miller; Ellen Snyder; Ben Rissinger; James Eisenhard; Janet Flowers; Ruth Boyer; Kelly Malave; Henry Hassinger; Phyllis McCleaf;  Sue Miller; Ray Meredith; Jerry Sturm; Earl Zartman, (Hosp); Jerry Valentine
OUR SHUT INS: Myra Hoffman; Lila Baddorf; Hannah Klinger; June and Greg Gelnett; Vickie Shoffler; Janet Noblit; Lori Graff; Lamar Ressler 
MISSIONS: Covenant Missionaries: Jen/Minh D.; Cathy C.; Covenant Missionaries, all Missionaries serving all around the world.

Please inform The Valleys if you or a member of your family is in the hospital, hospitals do not inform us unless you tell them to contact us.  Please call the church office (717-896-3118). Please put prayer requests (also name of person requesting prayer) on the back of “Welcome Card” which is in the pew rack and place it in offering plate, also please give a contact name who we can contact for updates or call the church office. In order to keep prayer list accurate, we will keep people on prayer list for 60 days unless we receive a phone call or email update to keep them on the list from person who put person on prayer list.
                             [image: image1.emf]


                                MARCH 13, 2022
      Second Sunday In Lent
                      The Valleys Evangelical Covenant Church
        3682 Peters Mountain Rd.  P O Box H Halifax, PA 17032
                              Pastor David Guertin

                  Office (717-896-3118),  Cell (1-715-497-4310)

                               Email - daveguertin64@gmail.com 

       Church Office Hours: Mon. thru Thurs. - 10AM to 3PM 

                                  Church Office (717-896-3118)           

   Web Site - ValleysEcc.Org   Email - valleysecc.halifax@gmail.com
View online services at Link:     or on YouTube Link 
If you are not on Facebook, go to the above YouTube link and you should be able to see any of the services (after the live stream is finished).  You can also listen to the sermon on Valleys website.  
              Please note: Valleys has a new email!
The Valleys Evangelical Covenant Church

Rev. David Guertin, Pastor
Hymnal Technician, Bridget Campbell
Video Technician, Seth Guertin
March 13, 2022 - Worship, 10:15AM
Second Sunday In Lent
          Hymns are in the (RED) HYMNAL for Worship & Celebration            unless otherwise noted.
   Prelude    
Announcements                                         Dave Novinger
Call to Worship: (Responsively)                  Dave Novinger                  
L:   We are on a journey of faith. Jesus is our leader and our guide.
P:  We place our trust in him.
L:  As the daylight hours grow longer, our journey takes on an urgency.
P:  We must prepare our hearts for Jerusalem. 
L:  Do not fear! God goes before us, into Jerusalem, into the world.
P:  Amen!
 
Invocation                                                  Dave Novinger
Lord, we come to you this morning with so many concerns and issues that demand our attention. Our lives are burdened; our spirits are tired. Guide our lives and our steps as we walk this Lenten journey, inward and outward. Help us to discern what you would have us do, that others may be healed. In Jesus’ name, we pray. AMEN.

Scripture Readings *indicates sermon text
O. Test.: Genesis 15:1-12, 17-18     (See Insert)  Sharon Fetterhoff
Psalm: Psalm 27 (Responsively)      (See Insert)   Pastor
N. Test.: Philippians 3:17-4:1         (See Insert)  Sue Faust
Hymn -            “Open My Eyes, That I May See”         Page 381
* Gospel: Luke 13:31-35                 (See Insert)  Pastor                     
Sermon:                  “The Difficult Journey”   
Prayers with the Lord’s Prayer (sins/sinned) 
Our Father, who art in heaven, Hallowed be thy Name. Thy kingdom come. Thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our sins, as we forgive those who have sinned against us. And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever. Amen.
Hymn -                    “Be Still, My Soul”             Page 347
Benediction
                                               
Greeting: “The Peace of God be with you.”      Pastor
Response: “And also with you.”                      Congregation



Post-Service Music 
Worship Service: We welcome you today March 13th the Second Sunday in Lent! Masks are no longer required but strongly encouraged. Social distancing is not required but please do so if you feel more comfortable. Hand sanitizer and masks are available if you are at all concerned about safety. We also encourage you to use your best judgment if you are at all sick to remain home until you are better. Thank you. Please put your offering in the basket. 
Weekly envelopes/monetary donations may be dropped off at the church during office hours or mailed. Bulletins and devotionals can be found on the church website. If you no longer wish to have the weekly bulletin/devotional mailed to you, please call the church office (717-896-3118) or email us at valleysecc.halifax@gmail.com 
PLEASE TURN OFF CELL PHONES, PAGERS, ETC. during our worship service.  Thank you for your cooperation.
Attendance: 
In-person worship for Mar. 6 was 42.
Face book views for Mar. 6 as of Mar. 9 was 35.
Face book views for Feb. 27 as of Mar. 9 was 61.

MISSION OFFERING donations (January thru April) go to “Community Meals” (Please put it in weekly envelopes marked “Missions”.)

GIANT GIFT CARDS may be purchased through church office.
                                     CHURCH CALENDAR 
          
Mar. 13 - 9:00AM - Sunday School - Second Sunday in Lent
                10:15AM - In-Person Worship Service or Online

Mar. 16 - 7:00PM - Council Meeting
Mar. 20 - 9:00AM - Sunday School - Third Sunday of Lent
                10:15AM - In-Person Worship Service or Online

Mar. 27 - 9:00AM - Sunday School - Third Sunday of Lent
                10:15AM - In-Person Worship Service or Online -

               Farewell/Thank you Covered dish meal following Worship Service

LAY READERS: Mar. 13 - Sharon Fetterhoff, Sue Faust; Mar. 20 - Ed Dobbin, Carol Knight; Mar. 27 - Leon Shaffer, Norine Goss
SUNDAY SCHOOL TEACHERS: Mar. 13 - Laurel Guertin; 
Mar. 20 - Dave Novinger; Mar. 27 - Ed Dobbin
*Lay Readers and Sunday School Teachers please note: If you cannot read scripture on your Sunday, please inform the church office as soon as possible. If you cannot teach on your Sunday, please inform Dave Novinger and the church office. Thank you. 
VALLEYS ONLINE CHURCH SURVEY:  The link to take Valleys Online Survey is available until March 18. If you don’t have a computer, you can do it at the church. Please call the church to set up a time or you can do it after church on Sunday.
Participation of all Valleys members and friends who attend, watch services online or were attending before Covid will take the survey to help us assess our ministry and mission effectiveness. Your participation in answering the survey questions is very valuable and necessary to help Valleys to help us move forward in our ministry and mission. Please take the 15-20 minutes to take the online survey. Please answer questions where you think our church is now not preCovid.
CANDY FUNDRAISER; Online orders being shipped to person ordering candy are due Sunday April 3rd.
VALLEYS NEW EMAIL - It is valleysecc.halifax@gmail.com
1st SCRIPTURE READING-O. T. - Genesis 15:1-12, 17-18 (NLT)
15 Some time later, the Lord spoke to Abram in a vision and said to him, “Do not be afraid, Abram, for I will protect you, and your reward will be great.” 2 But Abram replied, “O Sovereign Lord, what good are all your blessings when I don’t even have a son? Since you’ve given me no children, Eliezer of Damascus, a servant in my household, will inherit all my wealth. 3 You have given me no descendants of my own, so one of my servants will be my heir.”
4 Then the Lord said to him, “No, your servant will not be your heir, for you will have a son of your own who will be your heir.” 5 Then the Lord took Abram outside and said to him, “Look up into the sky and count the stars if you can. That’s how many descendants you will have!” 6 And Abram believed the Lord, and the Lord counted him as righteous because of his faith. 7 Then the Lord told him, “I am the Lord who brought you out of Ur of the Chaldeans to give you this land as your possession.” 8 But Abram replied, “O Sovereign Lord, how can I be sure that I will actually possess it?” 9 The Lord told him, “Bring me a three-year-old heifer, a three-year-old female goat, a three-year-old ram, a turtledove, and a young pigeon.” 10 So Abram presented all these to him and killed them. Then he cut each animal down the middle and laid the halves side by side; he did not, however, cut the birds in half. 11 Some vultures swooped down to eat the carcasses, but Abram chased them away. 12 As the sun was going down, Abram fell into a deep sleep, and a terrifying darkness came down over him.
2nd Reading - Psalm 27:1-14 (Responsive) (NLT)
1 The Lord is my light and my salvation—
    so why should I be afraid?
The Lord is my fortress, protecting me from danger,
    so why should I tremble?
2 When evil people come to devour me,
    when my enemies and foes attack me,
    they will stumble and fall.
3 Though a mighty army surrounds me,
    my heart will not be afraid.
Even if I am attacked, I will remain confident.
4 The one thing I ask of the Lord— the thing I seek most—
2nd Reading - Psalm 27:1-14 (Responsive) (NLT) (Continued)
4 The one thing I ask of the Lord— the thing I seek most—
is to live in the house of the Lord all the days of my life,
    delighting in the Lord’s perfections
    and meditating in his Temple.
5 For he will conceal me there when troubles come;
    he will hide me in his sanctuary.
    He will place me out of reach on a high rock.
6 Then I will hold my head high
    above my enemies who surround me.
At his sanctuary I will offer sacrifices with shouts of joy,
    singing and praising the Lord with music.
7 Hear me as I pray, O Lord.
    Be merciful and answer me!
8 My heart has heard you say, “Come and talk with me.”
    And my heart responds, “Lord, I am coming.”
9 Do not turn your back on me.
    Do not reject your servant in anger.
    You have always been my helper.
Don’t leave me now; don’t abandon me,
    O God of my salvation!
10 Even if my father and mother abandon me,
    the Lord will hold me close.
11 Teach me how to live, O Lord.
    Lead me along the right path,
    for my enemies are waiting for me.
12 Do not let me fall into their hands.
    For they accuse me of things I’ve never done;
    with every breath they threaten me with violence.
13 Yet I am confident I will see the Lord’s goodness
    while I am here in the land of the living.
14 Wait patiently for the Lord.
    Be brave and courageous.
    Yes, wait patiently for the Lord.
3rd Reading - N. Test. - Philippians 3:17-4:1 (NLT)
17 Dear brothers and sisters, pattern your lives after mine, and learn from those who follow our example. 18 For I have told you often before, and I say it again with tears in my eyes, that there 
are many whose conduct shows they are really enemies of the cross of Christ. 19 They are headed for destruction. Their god is their appetite, they brag about shameful things, and they think only about this life here on earth. 20 But we are citizens of heaven, where the Lord Jesus Christ lives. And we are eagerly waiting for him to return as our Savior. 21 He will take our weak mortal bodies and change them into glorious bodies like his own, using the same power with which he will bring everything under his control.  4 Therefore, my dear brothers and sisters, stay true to the Lord. I love you and long to see you, dear friends, for you are my joy and the crown I receive for my work.
*4th Reading - Gospel - Luke 13:31-35 (NLT)
31 At that time some Pharisees said to him, “Get away from here if you want to live! Herod Antipas wants to kill you!” 32 Jesus replied, “Go tell that fox that I will keep on casting out demons and healing people today and tomorrow; and the third day I will accomplish my purpose. 33 Yes, today, tomorrow, and the next day I must proceed on my way. For it wouldn’t do for a prophet of God to be killed except in Jerusalem! 34 “O Jerusalem, Jerusalem, the city that kills the prophets and stones God’s messengers! How often I have wanted to gather your children together as a hen protects her chicks beneath her wings, but you wouldn’t let me.

35 And now, look, your house is abandoned. And you will never see me again until you say, ‘Blessings on the one who comes in the name of the Lord!’”
Hymn: “Be Still, My Soul” (FINLANDIA) 

(Page 347 Red Hymnal) Public Domain
Lidie Hornsby Edmunds | André Grétry | William James Kirkpatrick 
CCLI Song # 7106602   CCLI License # 2572107
Verse 1  Be still my soul the Lord is on thy side
Bear patiently the cross of grief or pain
Leave to thy God to order and provide
In ev’ry change He faithful will remain
Be still my soul thy best thy heav’nly Friend
Through thorny ways leads to a joyful end
Verse 2  Be still my soul thy God doth undertake
To guide the future as He has the past
Thy hope thy confidence let nothing shake
All now mysterious shall be bright at last
Be still my soul the waves and winds still know
His voice who ruled them while He dwelt below
Verse 3   Be still my soul the hour is hast'ning on
When we shall be forever with the Lord
When disappointment grief and fear are gone
Sorrow forgot love's purest joys restored
Be still my soul when change and tears are past
All safe and blessed we shall meet at last
     Link to Hymn “Be Still My Soul (Finlandia)”: (Pg. 347)
https://youtu.be/og7-iwTF3O8?t=1  (with singing, no words onscreen)
            SERVICE CANCELLATION POLICY

 *******************************************************
If a service or activity has to be cancelled due to adverse weather conditions during the winter, please check the following TV stations - WHTM Channel 27 and WHP Channel 21 to see if Valleys appears on their cancellation display.

 *******************************************************
ALTAR FLOWERS: Cost for altar flowers has increased to $35.00 to sponsor flowers for Sunday worship services. 

Hymn: “Open My Eyes That I May See” (Page 381 Red hymnal)
Clara H. Fiske Scott  Public Domain      SCOTT

CCLI Song # 2828718CCLI License # 2572107
Verse 1

Open my eyes that I may see
Glimpses of truth Thou hast for me
Place in my hands the wonderful key
That shall unclasp and set me free      Chorus
Chorus

Silently now I wait for Thee
Ready my God Thy will to see
Open my eyes illumine me
Spirit divine
Verse 2

Open my ears that I may hear
Voices of truth Thou sendest clear
And while the wave notes fall on my ear
Everything false will disappear            Chorus
Verse 3

Open my mouth and let me bear
Gladly the warm truth everywhere
Open my heart and let me prepare
Love with Thy children thus to share   Chorus
Link for hymn: “Open My Eyes, That I May See”  Pg 381

https://youtu.be/tO87dwn-_lQ?t=2 

FAREWELL/THANK YOU GATHERING FOR PASTOR DAVE AND LAUREL: There will be a covered dish meal following worship service on Sunday March 27 for a farewell and thank you to Pastor Dave and Laurel before they move to Connecticut for Pastor Dave’s new job and their new following of God’s plan for them. There will be a sign up sheet in the narthex if you wish to stay for the meal.

Seth wishes to stay near our area and is looking for a place to rent. If anyone knows of rental places close to Halifax, please talk to Seth as soon as possible.
History of Hymn “Be Still, My Soul (Finlandia)” (Pg 347)
   Little is known about the author of this hymn. Katharina Amalia Dorothea von Schlegel was born in 1697. The date of her death is unknown. As her name suggests, she may have come from an aristocratic family. Other than that she was connected with a small court at Köthen, north of Halle, in Germany, little is known of her life. Some hymnologists suggest that she may have become a Lutheran nun. We know her as the author of "Stille, mein Wille; dein Jesus hilft siegen" published in a collection entitles Neue  Sammlung  geistlicher Lieder (A new collection of spiritual songs) in 1752, one of several of her texts included there.

    This text appears at the time of German pietism, similar in spirit in many regards to the Wesleyan revival in England of the same era. Philipp Jacob Spener (1635-1705) led the German pietistic movement. Though not a hymn writer himself, he inspired a revival in German hymnody characterized by faithfulness to Scripture, personal experience, and deep emotional expression. Katharina von Schlegel is thought to be the leading female hymn writer of this period. The hymn comes to us via a translation by Jane L. Borthwick (1813-1897), a member of the Free Church of Scotland. Borthwick was second only to Catherine Winkworth (1827-1878) in bringing the riches of German hymn heritage to the English language. Her translation included five of the original six stanzas, appearing in Hymns from the Land of Luther, second series (1855).

     The tune FINLANDIA complements this stirring poem wonderfully. The melody comes from a symphonic tone poem by Jean Sibelius (1865-1957) by the name of Finlandia, Op. 26. Sibelius wrote it as a patriotic offering in 1899 with a revision in 1900. This composition was performed as the final of seven pieces as the music to accompany a series of tableaus, each reflecting portions of Finnish history. Out of agitated and tumultuous opening music, symbolizing the struggles of the Finnish people, emerges the serenity of the hymn-like melody we know as FINLANDIA, symbolizing hope and resolution.

    The Peace Celebrations of 1899 provided the political backdrop for the composition as well as a subtle protest by the composer against the rising censorship from Russia felt in the nearby Scandinavian countries. The censorship was so intense that the composition could not be programmed publically under its formal title Finlandia, as the Russian Empire would deem that too patriotic.  Other titles were devised such as "Happy Feelings at the Awakening of Finnish Spring." Finally, David Evans (1874-1948), a
History of Hymn “Be Still, My Soul (Finlandia)” (Continued)
Welsh Oxford-trained organist-choirmaster and music professor, matched the translation with the tune for the Revised Church Hymnary (London, 1927). This pairing was brought to the United States when it was used in the Presbyterian Church, U.S.A. for The Hymnal (1933).

GOOD FRIDAY SERVICE: Good Friday Service will be held at Valleys on April 15 at 12:00Noon - In-person and online.
Good Friday Speaker is Pastor Gail Boyer of Faith U. Methodist Church. Easter Sunday speaker for Valleys will be announced.
PALM SUNDAY SERVICE APRIL 10th  will be In-person and online. Speaker will be announced.

     EASTER SUNDAY SERVICES SUNDAY APRIL 17th:
EASTER SUNRISE SERVICE will be held at Camp Hebron

at 6:30AM at Breezewood (at outdoor chapel, park near Breezewood dining hall for service). 
Halifax United Methodist will serve breakfast at Breezewood Inn dining hall after the service. 
EASTER SERVICE AT VALLEYS will be held at 10:15AM - In-person and online. Holy Communion will be served in the pews

(please have bread and grape juice ready if you are viewing online). The Speaker will be announced. 
NEW DIRECTORY: If anyone has a new address or a new addition to your family to be included in the updated directory, please email the church. We have transitioned to a new email valleysecc.halifax@gmail.com
ZUMBA meets Mondays 6:00-7:00PM.  

GIRL SCOUTS Trp. 10728 meets 2nd & 4th Sun. 5:30-7PM; Trp.11300 meets 1 & 3 Mon.; Trp. 10740 meets 2nd & 4th Tues. 5:45-8PM; Trp. 11301 meets 2nd Thurs. 6-7:30PM; Trp. 11570 meets every other Friday 6-7:30PM. G. S. Leaders meet 1st Mon. of the month.
History of hymn “Open My Eyes, That I May See”  Pg. 381
    Clara Harriett Fiske Jones Scott (Clara H. Scott Dec. 3, 1841-June 21, 1897) provides us with a hymn of consecration that has been sung for over 100 years. A Midwesterner, she was born in Illinois and died in Iowa. In 1856, Scott attended the first Music Institute held by C.M. Cady in Chicago, Ill. By 1859, she was teaching music at the Ladies' Seminary, Lyons, Iowa. She married Henry Clay Scott in 1861, (they had two daughters, Medora and Mary) and published in 1882 the Royal Anthem Book, the first volume of choir anthems published by a woman. Three collections were issued before her untimely death, when a runaway horse caused a buggy accident in Dubuque, Iowa. The hymn “Open My Eyes That I May See” was inspired by Psalm 119, verse 18 and was written in 1895 two years before her death. Each stanza reveals an increasing receptiveness to the "Spirit divine." Open eyes lead to "glimpses of truth." Open ears lead to "voices of truth." An open mouth leads to sharing the "warm truth everywhere." An open heart leads to sharing “love to thy children.”

     The image of open eyes is common in the Bible. In some cases, this is a sign of Christ's healing power, as when Jesus gave sight to the blind man at the pool of Siloam in John 9. Closed eyes, on the other hand, could be a metaphor for avoiding the truth as in the case of John 12:40 (KJV), a passage following the triumphal entry of Christ into Jerusalem and beginning his journey to the cross: "He hath blinded their eyes, and hardened their heart; that they should not see with their eyes, nor understand with their heart, and be converted, and I should heal them.” 
     The image of open ears is also significant in the biblical witness. Matthew often reprises the theme "Who hath ears to hear, let him hear." Closed ears become a metaphor for a lack of understanding: "For this people's heart is waxed gross, and their ears are dull of hearing, and their eyes they have closed; lest at any time they should see with their eyes, and hear with their ears, and should understand with their heart, and should be converted, and I should heal them. (Matthew 13:15 KJV).

     While the eyes and the ears are receptive organs, the mouth has the capacity to project. The mouth may project "cursing and deceit and fraud" (Psalm 10:7), or it may be an organ that projects praise, as Psalm 51:15 (KJV) urges  us:  "O  Lord,  open  thou my lips; and my mouth shall show forth thy praise.”
History of hymn “Open My Eyes, That I May See”  Pg. 381

   (Continued)

The heart is the only organ included in this hymn that is not visible. It may harbor deceit. Jesus asks in Matthew 9:4 (KJV), "Wherefore think ye evil in your hearts?" But Jesus also realized that the heart has the capacity for purity: "Blessed are the pure in heart: for they shall see God" (Matthew 5:8 KJV). Scott has given us not only a list of organs through which we may receive and project truth and love, but also provides the method in her refrain. 

She wasn’t satisfied to ask God to receive blessings. She also prayed that God would make her a blessing by helping her tell other about what God had revealed to her. Clara understood, and helped countless others to understand, that it is more blessed to give than to receive - and that we, as Christians, are called to share the good news about Jesus.

___________________________________________________________________________________________________

FOR SERMON NOTES: Sunday March 13, 2022
Sermon: “The Difficult Journey”   

Scripture: Luke 13:31-35
The Valleys Evangelical Covenant Church
3682 Peters Mountain Road (Physical address), P. O. Box H (Mailing address), Halifax, PA  17032

Office: (717)-896-3118       Fax : (717)-896-9038        

                                           Email: valleysecc.halifax@gmail.com    Website: ValleysEcc.Org
                                                             Rev. David C. Guertin, Pastor
Weekly Devotional #11
  
  March 13, 2022               
 “The Difficult Journey”

   
      
                       2nd Sunday in Lent
Take a minute or two for silent prayer to come before God.

Call to Worship:

L: We are on a journey of faith. Jesus is our leader and our guide.
P: We place our trust in him.
L: As the daylight hours grow longer, our journey takes on a urgency.
P: We must prepare our hearts for Jerusalem
L: Do not fear! God goes before us, into Jerusalem, into the world.
P: Amen!
Invocation:

Lord, we come to you this morning with so many concerns and issues that demand our attention. Our lives are burdened; our spirits are tired. Guide our lives and our steps as we walk this Lenten journey, inward and outward. Help us to discern what you would have us do, that others may be healed. In Jesus’ name, we pray. AMEN.
Readings: *indicates sermon text
Old Testament: Genesis 15:1-12, 17-18
Responsive: Psalm 27
New Testament: Philippians 3:17-4:1
*Gospel: Luke 13:31-35
Meditation:

“The Difficult Journey”

In J.R.R. Tolkien’s classic trilogy, The Lord of the Rings, the story begins and ends with 4 hobbits (short, mythical humanoids, who are fond of all things growing) setting out on an incredibly difficult journey. Along the way they meet elves, dwarves, big people (humans), and are relentlessly pursued by enemies who want the One Ring that they carry. They don’t know all the dangers and wonders they’ll encounter along the way, but they know that the hope of Middle Earth rests on their fulfilling their mission; to destroy the One Ring made by their enemy. They know that in all likelihood, they will meet their own deaths. Despite knowing that this will be a dangerous and difficult journey, they set out anyway. 


Luke’s text for this week catches us up with Jesus as he is on his way from Galilee to Jerusalem. Along the way Jesus has been healing people, teaching, and living out his mission to usher in the Kingdom of God. The story has two main parts that have important features to consider. The first is in verses 31-33. Jesus has an encounter with some Pharisees. The Pharisees as a group are often painted as being in opposition to Jesus and his mission. But a closer read reveals things are more complex than what we’re often taught. In fact, the Pharisees are not all opposed to Jesus. There are several who are sympathetic and some may have even been secret followers of Jesus (Gamaliel, who advised the Sanhedrin not to take action against the early church, Acts 5:34-39; Nicodemus, who sought out Jesus in secret to try and understand his mission, John 3). As Luke does not reveal any hidden motives or deception on the part of the Pharisees in this story, we’ll assume they were actually trying to warn Jesus of Herod’s desire to kill him. “Leave this place and go somewhere else. Herod wants to kill you.” 


It’s hard to read verse 32 and 33 without hearing Jesus’ words as being both cryptic and prophetic. He first talks about his mission to reveal the Kingdom of God through casting out demons and healing people. His mission takes priority over Herod’s threats. Jesus’ next words foreshadow Jesus’ death and resurrection when he says, “today, tomorrow, and on the third day I will reach my goal.” Luke’s readers would not have missed the significance of those words as they thought back to the cross, and Jesus’ three days in the grave. Jesus repeats the 3 day pattern in verse 33 and claims his role as a prophet and his death as a prophet at the hands of the leadership of Jerusalem. Israel’s leadership has a notorious history of killing its prophets who history has revealed they were, in fact, from God. 


Jesus then launches into a short, heartbreaking Lament. Jesus is deeply saddened at Jerusalem’s brutal history of how they treated those whom God had sent, the prophets, and the reality of upcoming judgement. One scholar noted that the image of a mother hen gathering its chicks is what people have found in the wake of a fire. There are stories of workers coming into barns that caught fire and burned. Many animals instinctually do what they can to protect their young. In more than one case mother hens were found charred beyond recognition, with live chicks underneath her body. She sacrificed her life so her little ones could live. This is the same thing Jesus has in mind when he laments Jerusalem’s eventual destruction.  The biggest reason for Jerusalem’s downfall? They refused Jesus’ love for them. 


Many of life’s journeys are difficult, in fact it would be fair to say that life itself is a difficult journey. Journeying with Jesus is also difficult at times. Jesus, knowing his purpose and mission, was able to set his face towards Jerusalem, knowing that God’s purposes would not be thwarted by the likes of Herod or Rome. It takes firm conviction to not allow what looks like overwhelming circumstances force you off the path God has for you. 


It’s also important in how we consider all the people we meet on our journey. It’s easy to lump people into simplistic categories. It’s easy to think that all Democrats, all Republicans, all Russians, all Muslims, etc. are all the same. That’s simply not true, just like all the Pharisees were not the same. It’s important to consider each person on their own merits. They may be people God has sent to join our journey to help us in ways we hadn’t imagined. 


Lastly, when our journey seems impossible, even life threatening, Jesus is with us to guard us and protect us. Jesus has already trod the path we’re on. He knows its pitfalls and hidden dangers. He knows us. May you experience the presence of Jesus on this year’s Lenten journey in whatever it has for you. May Jesus go before you to guide you on your way. May Jesus go behind you to guard your back. And may Jesus go beside you to be your constant companion on this difficult journey of life. Amen. 

Prayers with the Lord’s Prayer: (sins; sinned)

Lord, you called us to this journey. We aren’t very willing to let go of the things that bind us, even those which harm our spirits and diminish our souls. We cling to our problems as though they provide some degree of comfort and stability. Help us to let go of the pain, the problems, the chains that bind our souls. Open our hearts to hear your word. Place us on the journey with confidence and assurance of your presence.
[Silent Prayer for friends and loved ones, and community and world concerns)

As we have offered the names and situations of those near and dear to us in our prayers this morning, help us to remember that we, too, are always in your loving care. When we have fallen, lift us up, Lord. When we think we can go no further, pick us up and carry us until we can walk again. When we wonder if you made the right choice in calling us to our ministry and mission, ease our fears, confirm our hopes, bless our hearts with your loving presence; that in all things you may be glorified.
[The Lord’s Prayer].

Benediction: 

Be strong in the Lord. You can walk in God’s ways, for God is with you, offering you peace, hope, courage, and joy. God’s love abides with you always. In the name of the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit. Amen. 

Close with silent prayer for a minute or two.
